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The Criminology Team
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Welcome to Criminology!
Your teachers this year will be Natasha Bolstridge, Daisy Williams, Ann Hopley-Dodd, George Bones and Ben Sephton. You can find us in the main staffroom (F26) or the criminology base room (S26) 

You can contact us at
Natasha.Bolstridge@derby-college.ac.uk 
Ann.Hopley-Dodd@derby-college.ac.uk
George.bones@derby-college.ac.uk
Daisy.williams@derby-college.ac.uk

Ben.sephton@derby-college.ac.uk
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The criminology course will give you an introduction to criminological theories, which will enable you to use theories of criminality to analyse criminal situations and explore suggestions for a wide range of different policies. You will explore why people commit crimes, what makes an individual a serial killer and explore the nature vs nurture debate to explain crime. Throughout the course, you will also develop critical thinking skills and discuss the range of theoretical explanations to c rime and assess their usefulness. Understanding a range of criminological theories will give you a much greater understanding of the how experts explain criminality. 

This course is an excellent foundation for those looking for careers in policing, forensic science, law, probation work, youth offending, prison service, or criminal psychology.
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Assessment Overview 

Each of the four units are worth 25% of the Diploma. 50% of the assessment is externally marked through examinations and 50% of the assessment is internally marked through controlled assessments.

Course Content
The course consists of four units:

Year 1
· Unit: 1 Changing Awareness of Crime
This unit focuses on developing your understanding of the different types of crimes, the typical victims and perpetrators of crime and level of awareness. This unit also explores the media representations of crime and campaigns for change. We will also examine the reasons why some types of crimes are less likely to be reported to the police and recorded. This is assessed by a controlled assessment. 
· Unit 2: Criminological Theories
This unit explores the different approaches to criminological theory which includes; biological, sociological and psychological suggestions. You will look at how theories may have influenced social policy in relation to crime. This unit will be assessed by an external examination. 

Year 2 
· Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom
This unit will enable you to develop your understanding of the criminal justice sector from the actual crime scene to the verdicts, sentencing and appeals within the courtroom. We will look at the complex processes involved in investigating and prosecuting crimes, and we will review real criminal cases to evaluate the evidence and the validity of the verdict.
· Unit 4: Crime and Punishment
Using the knowledge and understanding gained from units already studied we will address questions such as: Why do most of us tend to obey the law even when to do so is against our own interests? What institutions have we developed to ensure that people do obey laws? What happens to those who break the law? Why do we punish people? How do we punish people? How effective is the criminal justice system in preventing and dealing with criminality?
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	Length of Study
	1 Year Certificate 
2 Years Diploma 

	Your classrooms
	Our main criminology classroom is based on the second floor - S26

	Key skills you will be developing during the course to be successful
	You will develop a wide range of skills within criminology which include researching and independent study skills, time management, critical thinking and IT skills. 

	What will lessons look like?
	You will engage in variety of teaching and learning methods including teacher-led discussions, debates, presentations, independent and collaborative research, interactive lessons, IT-based tasks and quizzes. A large element of this course is the application of knowledge to real case studies which you will get to research.

	Informal Assessment Methods
	You will be required to regularly complete informal assessments throughout the year during your studies. You will be told in advance which will give you enough time to prepare for these assessments which will monitor your progression. These informal assessment methods will be an opportunity for you to develop as level 3 students. 

	Essential Equipment/ Resources
	Items you must bring to every lesson:
Criminology folder 
Notebook 
Pens and highlighters 































	[bookmark: _Toc729964449]YEAR PLAN OF STUDY



Year 1 Plan of Study and Independent Tasks 

Changing Awareness of Crime – September to December 
	1.1 Analyse different types of crimes
	Carry out research regarding different types of crimes happening within society including statistics. Make notes on the different types of crimes. 

	1.1 / 1.2 Explain the reasons for certain crimes going unreported. 
	Carry out further research on why crimes may go unreported. 
Create summary notes.
Complete extension activities in the booklet.

	1.2 / 1.3 Explain the consequences of unreported crimes. 
	Create summary notes. 
Complete extension activities in the booklet. 

	1.4 Describe media representations of crime
	Research different media representations of crime. Look at newspapers, films, lyrics and music videos, TV shows and how they differ in representation. 
Create summary notes, mind maps. 
Complete extension activities in your workbook.

	1.5 Explain the impact of media representations on the public perception of crime
	Create a mind map on each of the sections explored in class. 
Review your notes and create summary notes. 
Check your folder is organised and there are no gaps in any of the A.C

	1.6 Evaluate methods of collecting statistics about crime
	Carry out research into the CSEW and ONS. 
Check your understanding of validity, reliability and ethics.
Make sure your notes are up to date over the half term. 

	2.1 Compare campaigns for change 
	Research different campaigns for change and consider the target audience, aim of the campaign and methods used. 

	2.2 Evaluate the effectiveness of media used in campaigns for change 
	Look at further campaigns and consider their effectiveness. Think about the target audience and do you think it reached the overall campaign aims? 

	3.1 Planning a campaign for change relating to crime 
	Research and make notes on different campaigns. Research a range of crimes and start to think about a specific target audience, colour scheme, what images to use, layout and the methods which will be most suitable for your campaign. 

	3.2 Creating materials for a campaign for change 
	Begin preparing resources for the campaign – create leaflets, posters, merchandise, an event, tv advert, etc. 

	3.3 Justification for campaign for change  
	Make a bullet point list of the reasons why you chose the campaign you have. What made you pick the crime you have? Justify the reasons for layout, colour scheme and the materials used. 

	Review assessment criteria and prepare for controlled assessment.
	Check that you have all the notes in your folder. 
Have you created summary notes, mind maps etc for each of the different assessment criteria. 
Carry out further research where there are gaps. 
Look at the assessment criteria and timing guidance to check you are clear on what is required for the controlled assessment. 
Check your folder is ready for you to start.

	Review assessment criteria and prepare for controlled assessment. 
	Check that you have all the notes in your folder. 
Have you created summary notes, mind maps etc for each of the different assessment criteria. 
Carry out further research where there are gaps. 
Look at the assessment criteria and timing guidance to check you are clear on what is required for the controlled assessment. 
Check your folder is ready for you to start.



January-May 
Criminological Theories 
· Crime and deviance 
· Social construction of crime 
· Biological theories to crime 
· Psychological theories to crime 
· Sociological theories to crime 
· Evaluating criminological theories 
· Analysing criminal situations 
· Criminological theories informing policy development 
· Social changes affect policy development 
· Campaigns and policy making 
Independent Tasks
To develop your knowledge and understanding, a wide range of resources can be accessed which include podcasts, documentaries and books. These include: 
· Criminal Minds 
· YouTube – Eleanor Neale 
· Catching Britain’s Killers 
· Reggie Yates – Gay and Under Attack 
· What Makes A Murder 
· I am a killer 

Year 2 Plan of Study and Independent Tasks 
Crime Scene to Courtroom – September to December 
	Review 1.1 and 1.2.
 
1.3 Explain how evidence is processed (6 marks)
 
	Review notes on 1.1 and 1.2 and condense notes into summary notes on the different investigative techniques. 
Review the information on 1.3 and make summary notes.
Complete extension activities in your workbook.
Watch the film clips on how different types of evidence are collected. 
 

	1.4 Examine the rights of individuals in criminal investigations. (6 marks)
	Carry out further research of the rights of suspects, witnesses and victims. Create summary notes. 

	2.1 Explain the requirements of the CPS for prosecuting suspects. (4 marks)
	Carry out further research on the CPS by accessing the CPS website, viewing YouTube clips about their role. 
Create a flow chart to illustrate the different tests that are applied. Fully explain the different tests. 
 

	2.2 Describe trial processes (4 marks)
	Visit either the Magistrates or the Crown Court with a friend. 
Think about who are the key personnel and what are their roles. 
What happens in the Sentencing Courts? What are the different stages in a trial?
Further research the different trial processes.  
Create summary notes, mind maps. 
Complete extension activities in your workbook.

	2.3 Understand rules in relation to the use of evidence in criminal cases. (4 marks)
	Research cases where the rules of evidence were not upheld. 
Create a mind map on each of the sections explored in class. 
Review your notes and create summary notes. 
Check your folder is organised and there are no gaps in any of the A.C

	2.4 Assess key influences affecting the outcomes of criminal cases. (10 marks)
	 Complete notes for controlled assessments. 
Are your notes organised? Have you conducted further research to explore a wider range of cases? 

	2.5 Discuss the use of lay people in criminal cases. (6 marks)
	Visit the Magistrates or the Crown Court with a friend. Who are the different lay people in the court room? What is their role?
Further research the different lay people. Create a summary of strengths and weaknesses. 
Look back at the brief. Who are the lay people? Are there any problems in the use of lay people evident in this case?

	3.1 Examine information for validity. (15 marks)
	 Explore a wide range of criminal cases to explain the validity of cases.
Check that you have all the notes in your folder. 
Have you created summary notes, mind maps etc for each of the different assessment criteria? 
Carry out further research where there are gaps. 
Look at the assessment criteria and timing guidance to check you are clear on what is required for the controlled assessment. 
Check your folder is ready for you to start.


	3.2 Draw conclusions from information. (15 marks)
	Check that you have all the notes in your folder. 
Have you created summary notes, mind maps etc for each of the different assessment criteria? 
Carry out further research where there are gaps. 
Look at the assessment criteria and timing guidance to check you are clear on what is required for the controlled assessment. 
Check your folder is ready for you to start.




January to May
Crime and Punishment 
· How laws are made 
· The organisation of the CJS
· Models of criminal justice 
· Social control agencies 
· Aims of punishment 
· Assess how forms of punishment meet the aims 
· The roles of agencies in social control 
· Contributions of agencies in achieving social control 
· Examine the effectiveness of social control

Independent Tasks
To develop your knowledge and understanding, a wide range of resources can be accessed which include podcasts, documentaries and books. These include: 
· Crime: Are We Tough Enough 
· A bit of a stretch by Chris Atkins 
· The Secret Barrister 
· World's Toughest Prisons 





	    ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK




Formal Assessments

You will have a clear plan of what to expect, what assessments will take place during the year and when you can expect these assessments to happen. You can expect your work to be marked and quality assured where appropriate and returned within 15 working days of submission.
 
Once you have submitted your work, it will be marked and potentially be quality assured by the Internal Quality Assurance team. This is particularly key where the learning outcomes have not been met and a resubmission opportunity has been given.
 
Where a referral has been given, by the teacher or assessor will provide you with an opportunity to resubmit. However, you must read the feedback carefully to ensure you are clear of what you need to do and where a graded qualification and assessment is in place what you can attempt. This will be time bound and you will be given a re-submission date by your trainer/assessor/lecturer, and you must meet this deadline.
 
Academic Malpractice
 
DCG is keen to support students and avoid any cases of Academic malpractice. Awarding Organisations take matters of academic malpractice very seriously and require all schools and colleges to have specific policies and procedures in place to both educate staff and students about malpractice, thus deterring them from committing it, whether intentional or not, and report and investigate any suspected malpractice where it may occur.
 
While we don’t want to see anyone jeopardise their grades or marks, we must ensure the validity of all qualifications and we must investigate any suspected breaches fully.  It is your responsibility to ensure you understand the rules and boundaries:
 
· You must not copy from someone else or give opportunities to another student to copy from you.
· Any wording taken from a published source must be correctly referenced for example: 
(Morrison, 2000, p29). 
· Where computer-generated content has been used (AI tools such as ChatGPT) you must reference these correctly for example: ChatGPT 3.0 (https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt/), 25/01/2024.
· You may also be required to include a bibliography to support referencing.
· You must also avoid working collaboratively with other students beyond what is permitted as this may be deemed to be collusion.
Academic Malpractice continued:

Other examples include:
· Falsification or fabrication of results,
· Deliberate destruction of other student’s work
· Any other act that will give you an unfair advantage. This also relates to not following clear guidance in examinations or assessments where examination conditions exist.
 
You will be required to complete an Authentication Form on submission of any and all assignments/NEA projects. This will confirm that the work is your own, and that it is referenced appropriately, including the use of AI. Where academic malpractice is suspected, this will be reported to your Team Manager who will conduct an investigation and, where relevant, the Awarding Organisation may also be informed and investigate further. Where malpractice is discovered to have occurred, sanctions may be imposed which could include:
 
· Zero marks for the work or exam.
· Disqualification from the qualification.
· Disqualification from taking any qualification with that Awarding Organisation often over a set period of time.
· Warnings which can last several years.
 
For further details and to fully familiarise yourself with JCQ guidance please see the Joint Councils for Qualifications (JCQ) website:
Information for candidates documents - JCQ Joint Council for Qualifications
 
Further information can be found on the DCG website:
Examination Information - DCG (derby-college.ac.uk)
 
Appeals Procedures 
 
Each Awarding Organisation will have slightly different processes for appealing decisions.  Appeals can be made where:
· You believe that the awarding body policies and procedures have not been followed correctly in respect of external quality assurance/standards verification (policies and procedures can be found on the relevant awarding body website).
· You believe that the awarding body policies and procedures have not been followed correctly in respect of qualification decisions (policies and procedures can be found on the relevant awarding body website).
· You disagree with the outcome of your internal appeals procedure (for example, a decision in relation to reasonable adjustments or assessment outcomes).
 
However, should you, as a student wish to appeal, firstly:
 
· Contact your teacher and discuss your concerns.
 
If you are still not satisfied with the outcome, the College would usually make an appeals application on your behalf. This would require your consent. It is possible to apply directly to the Awarding Organisation but only once the College’s internal processes have been followed. At this point you would be informed of the next stages and Awarding Organisation communication link. This is time bound and this will also be communicated to you once the internal appeals process has taken place.
Note: you must be aware that through this process the initial grade can go up, stay the same, or go down.
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	ENRICHMENT AND VISITS



Criminology Visits Include: 

· National Galleries of Justice
· Sheffield Hallam University 
· Derby University Murder Mystery 
· University of Law – Crime Scene Investigations 
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Successful students are ORGANISED! 
Successful students come to class with their correct materials needed for lesson and their folder is organised. For criminology, you will need a separate folder and notebook and always bring pens, pencils and highlighters with you.   Disorganised students tend to struggle with revision and preparing for the controlled assessments, make sure you are organised, know where everything is and come to lessons prepared. 

Successful students participate in lessons! 
Raise your hand, volunteer, and do not be afraid to ask questions or challenge statements! Students who participate retain more information and will eventually have a much better understanding of the content, and therefore do better in the controlled assessments and exams! Ultimately, these same students will develop a more positive outlook towards education by actively taking part in the learning process. Show up, engage and leave the lesson feeling like you have made a positive contribution! 

Finally, successful students make sure they complete the recommended independent study guided hours every week! Here is the link to a wide range of textbooks which can be accessed online and in the library. Heritage Online (cirqahosting.com)
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Get the help you need!  Come into the Library or use the resources online and ask any one of the friendly team members for help.  All the Libraries for Learning Team are skilled researchers willing to help you find the information you need and guide you to resources you might not have considered to help you finish those assignments.  On the rare occasions that the library does not have exactly what you want, they will do their best to borrow it through another library.  They can also give you advice on study skills and digital skills via the Skills Hubs too (see Study Skills and Digital Skills on the Libraries for Learning Pod Page).
Specific resources and recommended reading lists to support your learning can be found below: 

Search for more resources using the library catalogue: Library Catalogue
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Take full advantage of more resources available under the Electronic Resources tile resources, 
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	GLOSSARY OF TERMS



The following list is a brief glossary of terms you will learn or be exposed to during your learning.


	Crime
	An action or omission which constitutes an offence and is punishable by law

	Norms
	Something that is usual, typical, or standard

	Values
	The regard that something is held; the importance, worth, or usefulness of something

	Law
	The system of rules which a particular country or community recognizes as regulating the actions of its members and which it may enforce by the imposition of penalty

	Culture
	The ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a particular people or society

	Deviance
	The fact or state of diverging from usual or accepted standards, especially in social or sexual behaviour

	Society
	A community of people living in a particular country or region and having shared customs, laws, and organisations

	Campaign
	An organised course of action to achieve a goal 

	Justice
	The quality of being fair and reasonable



	DNA or deoxyribonucleic acid
	The chemical that carries genetic information and is contained in chromosomes found in the nucleus of most cells. Sometimes called our genetic code as it determines all out characteristics.

	Assess
	To make a judgement about the quality of something. In other words, is the technique any good or is it useful to investigate crime and, if so, in which types of criminal investigations.

	Surveillance
	Keeping a close watch over something or someone.

	Contact Surveillance
	Undercover or not obvious monitoring

	Geographical profiling
	Considers patterns revealed in the location and timing of offences to make judgements about where the offender lives (circle theory)

	Investigative psychology
	A profiling technique based in psychological theory and research to provide support for suspect identification and crime linking to evidence.

	Typological profiling
	Considers characteristics of the offender by analysing the crime scene and crimes.

	Barnum effect
	When individuals give high accuracy ratings to descriptions of themselves. However, the descriptions are in fact vague and very general, capable of applying to a wide range of people.
 

	Entomology
	The scientific study of insects

	Locard’s exchange principle 
	Refers to Dr Edmond Locard, a French forensic scientist often informally referred to as the ‘Sherlock Holmes of France’. He was a pioneer in forensic science techniques.

	Rules of evidence 
	Legal rules that explain when evidence, as in a court case, is admissible and when it will be disallowed or ruled inadmissible.

	Vulnerable witness
	Anyone under the age of 17, or a victim of a sexual offence, or a person whose evidence or ability to give evidence is likely to be diminished by reason of mental disorder, significant intelligence or physical impairment.

	Patent
	Clearly visible to the naked eye.

	Latent
	Not visible to the naked eye.

	Forensic odontologist
	Someone who can present dental knowledge in legal cases.

	Custody officer
	The police officer, of at least the rank of sergeant, who is responsible for the care and welfare of an arrested person.

	Indictable offence
	A serious offence that must be dealt with at a crown court.
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